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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to communication filed 7/24/06 . 

2. El The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.3-6.8.9. 1 1-14. 16. 1 7. 19-22 and 24 . 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper NoVMail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Applicant's representative Mr. Brian Russell (Reg. No. 40,796), on August 
15 and September 13, 2006. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method of preventing a client from directly contacting a 
content server that is protected by a load distribution server from an overload of traffic, 
comprising: 

receiving, at said content server, a request by the client for a file from said 
content server: 

determining, at said content server, whether said request originated as a 
reference from the load distribution server and determining whether said request 
originated as a reference from said content server itself: 

responsive to determining that said reguest originated as a reference from a set 
consisting of the load distribution server and said content server, said content server 
providing the requested file to the client: 
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determining whether said cl ie nt's request te received a-fite from said content 
server originated as a reference from neither of a the set consisting of the load 
distribution server and the said content server; and 

responsive to determining that the client's request to receive the file from the said 
content server originated as the reference from neither of the set consisting of the load 
distribution server and the said content server, sending to the client a file requesting that 
the client contact the load distribution serve r, such that the client is prevented from 
directly accessing the file at said content server without first being redirected from the 
load distribution server . 

2. (canceled) 

5. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 4, wherein said set consisting of the load 
distribution server and the said content server is a first set and said method further 
comprises: 

offering in one of a second set consisting of the file requesting that the client 
contact the load distribution server and the means to update the client's bookmark file to 
include the load distribution server a means to update the bookmark file to exclude the 
said content server. 



6. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of determining whether 
said client's request to receive said file from said content server originated as a 
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reference from n e ith e r of th e s e t consist i ng of th e l oad distr i but i on s e rv e r and the said 
content server further comprises determining, based on the recently of a time stamp 
contained within a client's request to receive a file from a said content server, whether 
said client's request to receive said file from said content server originated as a 
reference from n e ith e r of th e s e t cons i sting of th e load d i stribut i on s e rv e r and the said 
content server. 

7. (canceled) 

8. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising: 

including in the file requesting that the client contact the load distribution server a 
means by which to allow the a user of the client sufficient time to read and react to the 
file requesting that the user of the client contact the load distribution server before 
contact with the load distribution server is established without intervention of the user. 

9. (currently amended) A machine-readable storage medium having a plurality of 
instructions procossod readable bv a machine embodied therein, wherein said plurality 
of instructions, wh e r e in when processed by said machine, causes said machine to 
perform a method for preventing a client from directly contacting a content server that is 
protected by a load distribution server from an overload of traffic, said method 
comprising: 
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receiving, at said content server, a request by the client for a file from said 
content server: 

determining, at said content server whether said request originated as a 
reference from the load distribution server and determining whether said request 
originated as a reference from said content server itself: 

responsive to determining that the request originated as a reference from a set 
consisting of the load distribution server and said content server, said content server 
providing the requested file to the client: 

determining whether said c l ient's request4e-received sa i d f il o from said content 
server originated as a reference from neither of a the set consisting of the load 
distribution server and the said content server; and 

responsive to determining that the client's request to receive the file from the said 
content server originated as the reference from neither of the set consisting of the load 
distribution server and the said content server, sending to the client a file requesting that 
the client contact the load distribution serve r, such that the client is prevented from 
directly accessing the file at said content server without first being redirected from the 
load distribution server . 

10. (canceled) 



1 1 . (currently amended) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 9, said 
method further comprising: 
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including in the file requesting that the client contact the load distribution server a 
means by which the client may directly contact the load distribution server through an 
initiative of a user of the client. 

12. (currently amended) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 9, said 
method further comprising: 

offering in the file requesting that the client contact the load distribution server a 
means to update a bookmark file to include the load distribution server. 

13. (currently amended) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 12 wherein: 

said set consisting of the load distribution server and the said content server is a 
first set and said method further comprises: 

offering in one of a second set consisting of the file requesting that the client 
contact the load distribution server and the means to update the client's bookmark file to 
include the load distribution server a means to update the bookmark file to exclude the 
said content server. 



14. (currently amended) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 9, wherein the 
step of determining whether said client's request to receive said file from said content 
server originated as a reference from ne i ther of tho oot consist i ng of tho l oad distr i bution 
serv e r and the said content server further comprises determining, based on the recently 
of a time stamp contained within a client's request to receive a the file from a said 
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content server, whether said client's request to receive said file from said content server 
originated as a reference from n ei th e r of th e s e t cons i st i ng of th e l oad d i str i but i on s e rv e r 
and the said content server. 



15. (canceled) 

16. (currently amended) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 9, said 
method further comprising: 

including in the file requesting that the client contact the load distribution server a 
means by which to allow the a user of the client sufficient time to read and react to the 
file requesting that the user of the client contact the load distribution server before 
contact with the load distribution server is established without intervention of the user. 

1 7. (currently amended) A system for ef preventing a client from directly contacting a 
content server that is protected by a load distribution server from an overload of traffic, 
comprising: 

means for receiving, at said content server, a request by the client for a file from 
said content server: 

means for determining, at said content server, whether said reguest originated as 
a reference from the load distribution server and for determining whether said request 
originated as a reference from said content server itself: 
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means for, responsive to determining that the request originated as a reference 
from a set consisting of the load distribution server and said content server, for 
providing the reguested file to the client: 

means for determining whether a c l i e nt's said request to received said f ile from 
said content server originated as a reference from neither of a the set consisting of the 
load distribution server and the said content server; and 

means for, responsive to determining that the client's request to receive the file 
from the said content server originated as the reference from neither of the set 
consisting of the load distribution server and the said content server, sending to the 
client a file requesting that the client contact the load distribution serve r, such that the 
client is prevented from directly accessing the file at said content server without first 
being redirected from the load distribution server . 

18. (canceled) 

19. (currently amended) The system of Claim 17, further comprising: 

means for[[,]] i ncluded including in the file requesting that the client contact the 
load distribution server[[,]] a selectable element by which the client may directly contact 
the load distribution server through an initiative of a user of the client. 



20. (currently amended) The system of Claim 17, further comprising: 
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means for[[,]] offering off e r e d in the file requesting that the client contact the load 
distribution server[[,]] a selectable element that can be selected to update a bookmark 
file to include the load distribution server. 

21 . (currently amended) The system of Claim 20, wherein sa i d sot cons i sting of th e load 
d i str i but i on sorvor and tho content sorvor i s a first sot and said system further 
comprises: 

means for including , off e red in ono of a second sot consisting of the file 
requesting that the client contact the load distribution serve r and the moans to update 
tho c li ent's bookmark filo to i ncludo tho l oad distribut i on sorvor , means a selectable 
element for updating the bookmark file to exclude the said content server. 

22. (currently amended) The system of Claim 17, wherein the means for determining 
whether said client's request to receive said file from said content server originated as a 
reference from noithor of tho sot consist i ng of the l oad d i str i but i on sorvor and the said 
content server further comprises means for determining, based on the recently of a time 
stamp contained within a client's request to receive a the file from a said content server, 
whether said client's request to receive said file from said content server originated as a 
reference from n ei th e r of th e s e t cons i st i ng of th e l oad d i str i but i on s e rv e r and the said 
content server. 



23. (canceled) 
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24. (currently amended) The system of Claim 1 7, further comprising: 

means for , i nc l ud e d in the f il o r e quest i ng that th e c lie nt contact tho l oad 
d i str i but i on s e rv e r, by wh i ch to a l low allowing the a user of the client sufficient time to 
read and react to the file requesting that the user of the client contact the load 
distribution server before contact with the load distribution server is established without 
intervention of the user. 

Reasons for Allowance 

4. Claims 1,3-6, 8-9, 11-14, 16-17, 19-22 and 24 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
examiner has found that the prior art of record does not appear to teach or suggest or 
render obvious the claimed limitations in combination with the specific added limitations 
as recited in independent claims and subsequent dependent claims. The prior art of 
record fails to teach or suggest a system and method of preventing a client from directly 
contacting a content server that is protected by a load distribution server from an 
overload of traffic, comprising: receiving a request by the client for a file from the 
content server; determining, at the content server, whether said request originated as a 
reference from the load distribution server and determining whether said request 
originated as a reference from the content server itself in responsive to determining that 
the request originated as a reference from the set consisting of the load distribution 
server and the content server, the content server providing the requested file to the 
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client. The prior art also fails to teach the feature of determining whether said request 
received from the content server originated as a reference from neither of a set 
consisting of the load distribution server and the content server; and responsive to 
determining that the client's request to receive the file from the content server originated 
as the reference from neither of the set consisting of the load distribution server and the 
content server, sending to the client a file requesting that the client contact the load 
distribution server, such that the client is prevented from directly accessing the file at the 
content server without first being redirected from the load distribution server (see 
remark dated July 24, 2006, and also see specification page 7, and pages 14-17). 
Therefore these features are novel and also in conjunction with all other limitations in 
the claims. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thu Ha Nguyen, whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-3989. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 8:30 
AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Najjar Saleh, can be reached at (571 ) 272-4006. 
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The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned are (571) 273-8300 for regular communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



ThuHa Nguyen 
September 16, 2006 



